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NEW PUBLIC HEALTH LAWS 


~y 


Health Work in 


A new section has been added to the Hdessiion 


Code under the provisions of Chapter 695, Acts of 


1943. This section provides that contracts may be | 


made between any city and the governing board of 
any school distriet, whether located wholly or partly 
within the city, for the performance of health officers 


or health department employees or any of the func- 


tions and duties relating to the health supervision of 
school buildings and pupils. The section does not 


apply, however, in districts having a total average 


daily attendance of 100,000 or more pupils. 


School of Public Health 


The 1943 Legislature approved $87,000 to be spent 
during the coming biennium by The Regents of the 
- University of California for the purpose of establish- 
ing and maintaining a school of public health. 


Relief for Hard of Hearing 


Under the provisions of Chapter 1098, Acts of 1943, 
the State Department of Public Health is charged 


with seeking out children with impaired sense of _ 


hearing, especially in the primary and grammar 
grades in all schools and in its conferences and 
diagnostic clinics it shall employ for such diagnostic 
investigation trained otologists. 


Birth Certificate Simplified 


Section 10200 of the Health and Safety Code was 
amended in the last session of the Legislature so as to 
exclude the requirement that statistical and other data 
pertaining to social history are included in the birth 
certificate. All pertinent information in 15 items is 
required, however. This measure was enacted so as 


to enable county recorders to issue copies of birth 
certificates excluding all items on the documents that 
do not apply directly to the essential facts relating 
to the individual whose birth is being recorded. The — 
law enables the State Department of Public Health 


to add such other items as may be desired and no 
change in the form of the certificate is contemplated. 


Establishment of Fact of Birth Made Easier 


The new law that provides for delayed registration 
of birth became effective in January immediately after 
its passage, an urgency clause having been added to 
the bill which was signed by the Governor February 
5th. Under delayed birth registration a certificate 
may be issued by the State Registrar of Vital Statis- 
tics provided that the required affidavits and docu- 
mentary evidence have been supplied. No court 
action is involved in this procedure. There are many 
individuals who prefer to have fact of birth estab- 
lished in a superior court and those sections of the 
code that pertain to this procedure were amended 
under Chapter 12, Acts of 1943. This bill also car- 
ried an urgency clause and became effective imme- — 
diately after the Governor attached his signature on 
February 5th. | 

- Under these new provisions if a birth, a or 
marriage that occurred in this State and was not 
registered in conformity with the provisions of laws 
in effect at the time it occurred, or if the record has 
been filed but thereafter lost or destroyed, any inter- 
ested individual may now file a verified petition with 
the county clerk for an order judicially establishing 
facts of, time and place of the event. Heretofore, 
such petition could be filed only with the court. 
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Section 10602 of the Safety Code was amended 
to provide that at least five days before the date 
of the hearing, a copy of the petition shall be filed 
with the district attorney in the county of which 
the petition is filed, together with the notice of the 
time and place of the hearing, and he may appear 
at the hearing and oppose the making of the order. 

Section 10603 of the code was amended to read as 
follows: ‘‘The fee for filing the petition is fixed at 
$3, $1 of which should go to the law library fund of 
the county. In counties having more than one supe- 


rior judge the petition may be heard by any judge 


hearing probate matters. ’’ 


Section 10607 of the code is amended to read as 
follows: ‘‘The order shall become effective upon a 


filing of a certified copy (a) with the local registrar — 
of vital statistics of the district in which the birth 


or death occurred, if it occurred in this State, or in 
the case of marriage with the county recorder. If 
the event occurred outside the State, the order shall 
be filed with the registrar of the district or the county 


recorder of the county, as the case may be, in which | 
_ the petitioner resides, and (b) with the State Regis- 


trar of Vital Statistics.” 


Crippled Children 


Under the provisions of Chapter 210, Acts of 1943, 
the program of the California State Department of 
Health on behalf of physically handicapped children, 
is expanded to include those under the age of 21 years. 


~The act also makes enabling provisions for use of 


funds from Federal and other sources, by the State, 
in the administration of relief for physically handi- 
capped children. It also provides that the county 
board of supervisors may extend services for any 
handicapped child in the county if parents are unable 
to pay for such services. It also provides that the 
county may pay the cost of services provided by the 
State or may perform the services independently if 


they meet the minimum standard set by the depart- 
ment. 


Under the provision of Chapter 349, Acts of 1943, 


it is not necessary for three days to elapse between 
application for a license to marry and the issuance 


of such license. Candidates for marriage may obtain ~ 


a license immediately after having fulfilled the 
requirements of the law that relates to physical 
examination before marriage. 


Affidavit Establishing Fact of Birth 
Section 2009 of the Code of Civil Procedure is now 
amended to read as follows: ‘‘An affidavit may be 
used to verify a pleading or a paper in a special 


proceeding, to prove the service of a summons, notice, 
or other paper in an action or special proceeding, to 
obtain a provisional remedy, the examination of a 
witness, or a stay of proceedings, as evidence in an 
uncontested probate proceeding, including a proceed- 
ing relating to the administration of the estate of a 


decedent, also a proceeding relating to the administra- — 


tion of the estate of a minor or incompetent person 
after a guardian has been appointed therein, in any 
uncontested proceeding to establish a record of birth, 
or upon a motion, and in any other case expressly 
permitted by some other provision of this code.’’ 


State Department of Public ‘Health 


- Under amendments to sections of the Health and 
Safety Code enacted in the session of the Legislature 
just closed, the State Board of Public Health becomes 
an advisory board to the Director of Public Health. 
The amendments read as follows: ‘‘The board shall 
advise the director in the performance of his duties 
and formulate general policies affecting public health. 
It shall have power to adopt, promulgate, repeal and 
amend rules and regulations consistent with law for 
the protection of public health. It shall issue licenses 
and permits as prescribed by law and by rules and 
regulations of the board. It may hold hearings and 
subpena witnesses and documents pursuant to Sec- 
tion 353 of the Political Code. The board shall have 
no administrative or executive functions other than 


those set forth in this code.’’ 


Section 106 of the code outlines the duties of the 
director as follows: ‘‘The director is the executive 
officer of the department. He shall administer the 
laws and regulations of the board pertaining to public 
health and shall vigilantly observe sanitary and pub- 
lie health conditions throughout the State and shall 
take all necessary precautions to protect it in its 
sanitary and public health relations with other States 
and countries. He shall perform such other duties 
as may be prescribed by law, and such other admin- 
istrative and executive duties as have by other provi- 
sions of the law been imposed upon the board.”’ 


Section 107 of the code has been amended to read: 
‘‘The director shall hold the degree of doctor of 
medicine from an approved medical college and shall 
be eligible to license to practice in the State of Cali- 
fornia. He shall have had in addition at least one 
year’s post graduate training in a school of public 
health approved by the State Board of Public Health, 
and a minimum of five years’ practical experience as 
an administrative officer in a well organized health 


- department.’’ The director shall appoint assistants, 


deputies, agents, experts and other employees, shall 
prescribe their duties and fix their salaries subject to 
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the approval of the State Department of Finance and 
subject to the provisions of the State Civil Service 


Act. With the approval of the Governor, he may 


create such divisions and subdivisions of the depart- 
ment as may be necessary and may consolidate, divide 
or abolish them from time to time. Under a new 
section of the code the term of the director now in 
office expires January 1, 1944. 
fixed at four years. Heretofore, the director served 
at the pleasure of the Governor. 


RODENT PLAGUE SURVEY 


A survey of rodent plague in California under- 
taken by the State Department of Public Health was 
conducted during April in 19 counties of the State. 


Nearly 5,300 animals were collected and examined for 
plague. 


The disease was demonstrated in pools of 
field mice, and in pools of fleas from ground squirrels 
and field mice, taken in two counties of the State. 
Kradicative measures were started immediately in the 


areas in which this disease was demonstrated. Ani- 
mals collected ~ during the month consist chiefly of 


eround squirrels, Norwegian rats, meadow mice, field 
mice and domestic mice. 
rodent survey conducted by the department, special 
surveys were carried on in the vicinity of military 
areas in 14 counties of the State. 


VENEREAL DISEASES AMONG SELECTEES 


During the period November, 1940, to March, 1943, 


investigations were made throughout the State of 
27,331 selectees having positive or doubtful serologic 
examinations. Out of 15,770 investigations that have 


been completed, 13,589 resulted in diagnosis of 


syphilis. Of these, 6,782 were previously known 


- eases, and no knowledge of the disease had existed in 


6,597 cases. Six hundred thirty cases were diagnosed 
as known syphilitic, and more than 1,500 of the 
remaining cases were in individuals who were found 


to have moved from the jurisdiction of investigating 


health departments, some were already in the armed 


- forees and others could not be located. 


“Tt is one of the surprising pus of history that 


time and again peoples have reached a level of mate- 


rial prosperity and have attained standards of culture 
which would seem to have enabled them to go on into 
a civilization finer and richer than anything which 


the world has ever known, only to be so overcome by © 


the self-indulgence and the softening process attend- 
ant upon these conditions as to fall subject to bar- 
barians who fell upon them.’’—Dr. Ernest Martin 
Hopkins. 


The term is now 


In addition to the general 


vidual under consideration. 


SAN FRANCISCO HAS SEPARATE 
WOMEN’S COURT 

Dr. J. C. Geiger, San Francisco Director of Public 
Health, has announced the opening of the San Fran- 
cisco City Separate Women’s Court, located in the 
Health Center Building. The court is established to 
meet the problem of the professional prostitute, street- 
walker and other sexually promiscuous women who are 
arrested by the Police Department. 

Prior to the opening of this court, women were 
housed in the women’s section of the San Francisco 
City Prison. During their confinement first offenders 
were placed with habitues and frequently with crim- 


inals, affording an excellent opportunity for promot- | 


ing.the maladjustment of the first offender. 

The objective of the Separate Women’s Court is to 
assist in the segregation of the various cases referred 
by the Police Department on the basis of a previous 
history of sex offenses. First offenders are segregated 
from habitues and criminal cases. The court aims to 
render an entirely individualized case study plan. 
Every effort is made to provide means for adequate 
referral of those first offenders who present a poten- 
tiality of reeducation and readjustment. 

Detailed case study work is done by three social 
service workers assigned to the court. The informa- 
tion secured, in addition to the medical information 
secured from the inmates, is referred to the presiding 
judge with a complete resume of each case and recom- 
mendations by the social worker as to the disposition | 
for best serving the interests of society and the indi- 
Wherever possible an 
attempt has been made to assist in the socio-economic 
readjustment of these cases. First offenders and 
others who present potentiality of socio-economic 
readjustment are referred to properly constituted 
social agencies for further evaluation and treatment. 
Those who present no such potentialities are subjected 
to prolonged confinement in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the law dealing with prostitution. 

Individual quarters are provided foreach case 
under custody of the court and offenders are held 
under observational quarantine by the health depart- 
ment for a period of 72 hours. During this observa- 
tional quarantine period medical examination is pro- 
vided by the department and a complete social case 
history is secured by the social workers. If the 
offender is found to be infected she is referred to the 
Health Department Quarantine Treatment Clinic and 
held under custody of the sheriff. If the offender is 


found not be be infected, she is released from observa- 


tional quarantine and disposition made by the judge 
in accordance with his findings. 
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The personnel of the Separate Women’s Court con- 
sists of a judge, a medical coordinator, a deputy dis- 
trict attorney, a woman physician, a registered nurse, 
three social workers, four police matrons, one court 
reporter, one court clerk, a bailiff, and two general 
clerk stenographers. 


RODENT PLAGUE SURVEY 


Bubonic plague was demonstrated in rodents or fleas 
from Alameda, Contra Costa, Monterey and Stanislaus 


counties during May. The surveys conducted by the 


department included 25 military areas in 12 counties 
of the State. More than 6,100 animals were collected 


in San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, Lassen, Alameda, Sisk1- 


you, Contra Costa, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Kern, 


Los Angeles, Riverside, San Bernardino and Monterey | 
counties. Organs from these animals, which consisted 


mostly of ground squirrels, meadow mice and rats, 
together with fleas, ticks and lice taken from them were 
sent for examination in the laboratory. 


MORBIDITY® 


Complete Reports for Certain Diseases Recorded for Week 


Ending June 19, 1943 (Civilian cases) 


Chickenpox 


824 cases from the following counties: Alameda 115, Butte 5, 
Contra Costa 65, El Dorado 1, Fresno 34, Kern 38, Los Angeles 240, 
Madera 7, Marin 12, Merced 1, Monterey 1, Napa 1, Orange 39, 
Riverside 3, Sacramento & & San Benito 1, San Bernardirto 2, San 
Diego 74, San Francisco 84, San J oaquin 11, San Luis Obispo A. 
San Mateo 6, Santa Barbara 1, Santa Clara 22, Santa Cruz 11, 
Lv og 13, Sonoma 3, Stanislaus 1, Tulare 8, Ventura 1, Yolo 7, 

uba 


German Measles 


662 cases from the following counties: Alameda 64, Contra Costa 
22, Fresno 28, Kern 13, Kings 1, Los Angeles 269, Marin 9, Mon- 
terey . Orange 37, Riverside 5, "Sacramento 4, San Bernardino 6, 
San Diego 28, San ‘Francisco 50, San Joaquin 16, San Luis Obispo 
1, San Mateo 4, Santa Barbara. 2, Santa Clara 49, Santa Cruz 16, 
Solano 8, Sonoma 12, Sutter 1, Ventura 16. 


871 cases from the pallies counties: Alameda 96, Amador 1, 
Colusa 2, Contra Costa 161, Fresno 7, Kern 81, Kings 4, Los An- 
geles 233, Madera 9, Marin 8, Merced i Monterey 9, Napa 10, 
Orange 6, Riverside 4, Sacramento 4, San Bernardino 8, San Diego 
55, San Francisco 45, San J oaquin 38, San Luis Obispo 2, ‘San Mateo, 
30, Santa Clara 30, Santa Cruz ze Solano 29, Sonoma 28, Stanislaus 
3, ‘Ventura i Yolo 1. 


Mumps 


633 cases from the following counties: Alameda 72, Amador 4, 
Butte 2, Contra Costa 23, Fresno 18, Kern 26, Kings 2, Lassen 2, 
Los Angeles 219, Madera 8, Marin 5, Merced 2, Napa 2, Orange 36, 
Riverside 2, San Bernardino 4, San Diego 83, San Francisco 27, 


San Joaquin 32, San Mateo 12, Santa Barbara 4, Santa Clara 24, 


Solano 6, Sonoma 1, Stanislaus 1, Tulare 5, Ventura 1. 


Scarlet Fever 


130 cases from the following counties: ieee 10, Contra Costa 
4, Fresno 7, Glenn 1, Kern 2, Lassen 3, Los Angeles 41, Marin 1, 
Monterey “* Orange 2. Riverside 3, Sacramento 3, San Bernardino 
San Mateo 5, Santa Clara 10, 
Solano 1, Sonoma 1, Stanislaus 3, Tulare 2, Ventura :. 


Whooping Cough 


333 cases from the following counties: Alameda 23, Contra Costa 
17, Fresno 7, Kern 26, Los Angeles 99, Madera 7, Marin 2, Mon- 
terey 3, Napa 3, Orange 18, Placer 1, Riverside 1, Sacramento 7, 
San Benito 5, San Bernardino 2, San Diego 31, San Francisco 27. 
San Joaquin 19, San Mateo 6, Santa Barbara 1, Santa Clara 4. 
Solano 7, Sonoma 1, Tulare 1, Ventura 9, Yolo 6. 
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Diphtheria 


15 cases from the following counties: Alameda l, Los Angeles 7, 
San Bernardino 2, San Diego 1, San Francisco 8, San Joaquin 1, 


Epilepsy 


29 cases from the following counties: Contra Costa 2, Fresno 1, 
Los Angeles 23, San Diego 1, San Francisco 1, San Luis Obispo 1. 


Diarrhea of Newborn (Epidemic) 
One case from San Francisco. 


Dysentery (Bacillary) | » 

9 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 5, San Diego . 
Santa Clara 3. 
Encephalitis (Infectious) 

2 cases from Alameda County. 


Food Poisoning 
36 cases from Los Angeles County. 


influenza (Epidemic) | 
41 cases reported in the State. 


Jaundice (Infectious) 
One case from Contra Costa County. 


Malaria 
2 cases from the following counties: San Mateo 1, Sutter 1. 


Meningitis (Meningococcic) 


17 cases from the following counties: Alameda 2, Contra Costa 
3, Los Angeles 3, Riverside 1, Sacramento 2, San Francisco 2, San 
Joaquin 1, Santa Clara 1, Solano 1 Stanislaus a 


Paratyphoid Fever 


6M 


One case from Tulare County. 


Pneumonia (Infectious) 
116 cases reported in the State. 


Poliomyelitis (Acute Anterior) 


57 cases from the following counties: Alameda 1, Contra Costa 
7, Fresno 4, Kern 5, Lassen 1, Los Angeles 16, Marin 1, Merced 1, 
Orange 1, Riverside 1, San Bernardino 1, San Diego 1, ‘San Fran- 
cisco 1, San Joaquin 1, San Mateo 1, Solano 5, Sonoma 1, a 
laus 1, ‘Sutter 1, Tulare 2; 4. | 
Rabies (Animal) 


19 cases from the a counties: Kern 1, Los Angeles 17, 
San Diego 1. 


Rheumatic Fever (Acute) 

16 cases from the following counties: Alameda 1, Contra Costa 
7, Los Angeles 2, Marin 1, San Bernardino 2, Santa Clara 1, 
Solano | 
Trichinosis 

3 cases from Shasta County. 


Typhoid Fever 

3 cases from the following counties: Los aoc 1, Tulare 1, 
not allocated 1. 
Typhus Fever 

One case from Los Angeles County. 


Undulant Fever 
One case from Mcnterey County. 


Gonorrhea 
249 cases reported in the State. 


Syphilis 
644 cases reported in the State. 


* Data regarding the other reportable diseases not listed herein 
may be obtained upon request. 


Univet Uy OT california, 
Me al ibrar ; 

4rd. & Parnassus AveS ey, 
San Francisco, Calif. 
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